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NEW ISSUES WITH ASSIGNED YEOMAN NUMBERS

(The catalog numbers assigned to new issues
published here are supplied by special arrange-
ment with "Current Coins of the World", pub-
lished and copyrighted by Western Publishing
Co., Inc., Whitman Publishing Div., Racine,
Wise., USA. No further use of these catalog
numbers in any other publication is authorized.

)

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Y42 10 Mark 1973? Silver, Bertoldt Brecht
Y43 20 Mark 1973? Silver, August Bebel
Y44 20 Mark 1973? Cupro -Nickel, Otto

Grotewohl
(The omission of the 10 Mark caused
necessary renumbering of the Bebel
issue listed last month as Y42.

)

MALTA
Y15 5 Pounds 1972, Gold ( 19mm)
Yl6 10 Pounds 1972, Gold (22mm)
Y17 20 Pounds 1972, Gold (26mm)
Yl8 50 Pounds 1972, Gold (34mm)

NICARAGUA
Y17b 5 Centavos 1972, Cupro-Nickel (17mm)
Yl8b 10 Centavos 1972, Cupro-Nickel (20mm)
Y19b 25 Centavos 1972? Cupro-Nickel (23mm)
Y20b 50 Centavos 1972, Cupro-Nickel (26mm)

Y21 1 Cordoba 1972, Cupro-Nickel (29mm)

ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE ISLANDS
Y15a 10 Centavos 1971? Aluminum ( l6mm)
Yl6a 20 Centavos 1971? Bronze ( l6mm)
Y17a 50 Centavos 1971? Bronze (22.5mm)
Y20a 5 Escudos 1971? Copper-Nickel (24.3mm)
Yl4a 10 Escudos 1971? Copper-Nickel (28mm)

YA21 20 Escudos 1971? Nickel (30mm)

/WWWWVW/'/WW\AAA/WVWVWWVWWWWVVWW\

DALLAS CHAPTER PROGRAM AND MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

One Hundred Fourteenth meeting of
NUMISMATICS INTERNATIONAL (DALLAS)
Wednesday, December 19? 1973? 7:30 P-M.

"Little Bit of Sweden" Restaurant
254 Inwood Village
Dallas, Texas, USA

December Annual Christmas Awards Banquet and
Installation of 1974 Officers

Cost of the annual banquet will be $7*50 per
person (inflation has taken its toll) and all

members desiring to attend should contact Ross
Schraeder immediately at A/c 2l4 - 239-^3^7
for a reservation. The space is limited so

it will fill up quickly.
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INSIDE N.l.
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

November Applications for Membership : Membership Applications Number
911-923 published in the November 1973 NI Bulletin have been admitted
to membership.

December Applications for Membership : The following persons have
applied for membership. If no written objections are received by
January 1, 197*+ their membership will become effective that date.

(MT = Will Trade by Mail)

924-

MT Hosy D. Bharucha, 11 South Drive, Valley Stream, N- Y- II581
(India and Indian States)

925

-

MT John Reed, P. 0. Box 412, Wayland, Mass. 01778
(European and Oriental)

926-

MT J. C. Turney, 1201 Janell Drive, Irving Texas 750(52

(World Types)

927

-

MT Nicholas Gervase Rhodes, 34 Baton Drive, Kingston-on-Thames,
Surrey KT2 7034 United Kingdom -- (Nepal, Tibet, China,
Central Asia, India, Turkey)

928 George C- Rietzel, P. 0- Box 2832, Fairbanks, Alaska 997°!
(Dealer in World Coins)

Changes of Addresses and Collecting Specialties :

377 -MT David 0. Finnell, P. 0. Box 1193> Hurst, Texas 76053
(Mexico and Philippines)

334-MT A. Hoch, 225 Willow Ave., Somerville, Mass. 02144
(World Types and Ancients)

351 Granvyl Hulse, Det. No. 3> Navy Mail Room B, Box 9> AP0
New York O9843 -- (World Types)

786 -MT Mark Pitcock, 35 Badgley Dr., New Providence, N. J. 07974
(Commemorative Crowns)

672-MT TSGT Wm. R. Topor, 744th AC and W SQ, Box 85 , AP0 Seattle 9875 0

835 -MT Justin C. Wang, P. 0. Box 55681, Houston, Texas 77055
(Chinese Coins and Banknotes)

OOOOO
REPORT ON VOTES AT NOVEMBER MEETING

1974 Dues - Ratified at $5*00

By-Laws - Adopted.

Election of Officers - Slate published last month was elected and

will be installed at the December Annual Christmas Banquet and Awards.
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ANNOUNCENT ON TENTATIVE 1974 NUMISMATIC STUDY TOUR OF EASTERN EUROPE

At the Board of Governors meeting on November 28, 1973, it was decided
to ask for response from the membership on a tentative numismatic
study tour to Eastern Europe in 1974.

A tentative tour has been selected and numismatic contacts are being
made in the countries to be visited. It is felt that if enough
support can be garnered for this tour, it could surpass the numis-
matic importance of the Russian Tour of this year.

The tour would be for 17 days, leaving New York on Thursday, May 30th
via Lufthansa and would make stops at Munich in Germany, Salzburg
and Vienna in Austria, Budapest in Hungary, Belgrade and Nis in Yugo-
slavia, Sofia in Bulgaria, Thessalonike (Salonika) and Alexandroupolis
in Greece, and finalizing in Instanbul, Turkey.

The cost would be $1,296.00 per person (New York to New York) all-
inclusive. A few meals on the free days would not be included but
other than that, all other costs are included.

After arriving in Munich the tour would consist of all land transpor-
tation which would be to its advantage due to the short distances
of travel required between tour stops.

A minimum of thirty tour participants would be required to make up
the tour. All NI or non-NI members (with numismatic interests)
interested in making the tour should contact Bill Benson, 2506 Howell,

Dallas, Texas 75201 no later than January 10th. Persons who indicate
they would participate, or possibly would participate, will receive

a more complete brochure describing the tentative tour more in detail.

All members are urged to write Bill Benson for more specific details
of the tour even if you are unsure if you could participate. We have

a lot of planning to do if the tour is "go" for 1974 and need to know
as quickly as possible if we can get a minimum of 30 persons for the

trip.

A PARTABGARH PAISA

by Richard K. Bright

The Indian States of Partabgarh was

one of the smallest states of Raj-

putana. In Remick's "The Guidebook

and Catalogue of British Commonwealth

Coins, 3rd Edition", a paisa is

listed as T-l but not illustrated.

The only clue to attribution is the

Samvat Era date, 1955 ( 1896 AD),

and since the date is frequently fragmentary, it would be well to

publish an illustration of a coin of this type in my collection. The

coin weighs 8.3 grams and is l6-l8 mm. in diameter.
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THE COINAGE OF

rZANZIBAR FROM
1800 ONWARDS
by J. J. Ruparel, Nairobi, Kenya

The islands of Zanzibar and Pemba at present form a part of the Repub-
lic of Tanzania. It lies off the East Coast of Africa and has been
aptly called Isle of Cloves, since it supplies over 90$ of the clove
production of the world.

The islands were ruled by the Sultans of Kilwa up to the 15th century.
It was friendly towards the Portuguese in its war against Mombasa.

At the beginning of the ljth century the island was under the dominance
of the Sultans of Muscat and Oman, who could make periodic visits with
the help of monsoons.

Zanzibar is a small island and its coinage in the beginning was mainly
that which reached it in the course of trade.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the Spanish dollars and the
Maria Theresa were the predominant silver coins. The small change
was in goods or grain. The Maria Theresa was introduced by the Arabs,
with whom it is still popular, and the Spanish dollar came from
Mauritius, mainly in payment for slaves.

In l8ll Captain Smee of the East India Company visited Zanzibar in
the Cruiser Temate and commented "Spanish dollars and German crowns
are the coins commonly current among them, and though they will take
others, they prefer these."

Both Captain Owen (l8p4) and Captain Hart (183^) refer to the currency
in terms of dollars which can be both the Maria Theresa and the Span-
ish dollar. The German crown was also called "the black dollar". The
German crown and the Spanish dollar were equal in value. When Burton
visited Zanzibar in 1856 on his journey to the interior of Africa he
brought with him German crowns for buying goods.

5

Kn 1832 Sultan Seyyid Said, who had come to the throne of Muscat and

Pman in 180U, transferred his capital from Muscat to Zanzibar.

1 - Burton, R., "Zanzibar", Vol. II, p- 501.

2 - Crofton, R. H., "Zanzibar Affairs"

3 - Burton, R., "Zanzibar", Vol- II
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Sultan Said was the one who forced the people to grow cloves, leading
the island to its prosperity. In 1840 Sultan Said imported $5,000.00
worth of East India Company pice through His Britannic Majesty's
Counsel. The coins were minted in Bombay. Sultan Said was just in-
creasing the amount of small coin, which was scarce. Pice of dates
previous to l840 have been found along the East African Coast. The
value of the copper pice fluctuated from 98 to 133 in value to the
German crown until Sultan Majid made 128 pice equal to 1 German
crown (2 Rupees = 1 Crown; 64 pice = 1 Rupee). This was the value
in India and the value given by German East Africa to its pice, in
relation to the German rupee.

The "silver" Indian rupee started to gain prominence after l840 with
the increase in Indian traders, the Chief Customs Officer being an

Indian. The Indian traders were mainly from Cutch, Kathiawar and
Gujarat. The Cutch kori was popular between the traders and used as

a medium of exchange until the 1930's.5 Nearly all the Indian rupees
and pice seen by me in East Africa have Bombay mintmarks. The Maria
Theresa was also popular and the value of Maria Theresa equalled 2

rupees, 8 pice, which is the relation by weight. The Indian pice of
various dates were brought by traders from India and exchanged at a

premium.

In l864 the Maria Theresa dollar was still the standard currency but
was then becoming scarce. The following had been declared legal
tender at the rate specified against each:

Coin Value in Relation to German Crown

The Gold Ounce 15

The Gold Pound Sterling 4-75
The Gold 20 Franc Piece 3*75

By 1873 American gold and Indian rupee had become the circulating

medium, and had driven the English gold^out of the market and the

English sovereign had been demonetized .
1

Throughout the 19th century the French challenged the paramount

British influence in Zanzibar. One of the side results was that in

1882, Seyyid Bargash entered into a contract with a Frenchman, Mr.

Greffulhe, for coin manufacture. .
This contract gave Mr. Greffulhe

the right to coin and introduce into Zanzibar gold, silver and copper

coins. The coins made were 1 Pysa (or pice) in copper, l/4, l/2 and

1 Ryal in silver; and 2-l/2 and 5 Ryals in gold. The coinage was not

able to establish itself due to various reasons and only a few copies

4 - Freeman-Grenville G-S-P., "Some Problems of East African Coinage

from Early Time to 1890 ", Tangianyika Notes and Records, No. 53;

page 250 .

5 - Personal interviews with old traders of Zanzibar settled in

Mombasa (1972-73)
6 - Ingrams, W. H., "Zanzibar, Its History and Its People", 1931-

7 - Crofton, R. H. op. cit.

8 - Coupland, R. (Sir), "The Exploitation of East Africa"

The Gold 10 Franc Piece
The Gold 5 Franc Piece
Silver 5 Franc Piece
Indian Rupee
American Dollar

I .875 (1-7/8)

•9375 ( 15/ 16 )

.94

.47

German Crown
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of the 1/4, l/2, 2-l/2 and 5 Ryals
are known to exist. The 2-1/2 and

5 Ryals have only come into notice
recently. One of the reasons could
be the mistake made on the obverse
side. For example, on the 1 pice
the reverse has the date and a pair
of scales and on the obverse an
inscription reading "Sultan Said
ibn Bargash ibn / Sultan" with
above and below "God guard him".

The rulers name is thus wrongly
given. Bargash was the son of

One wonders what Sayyid Bargash '

s

comments were when he saw this travesty of his name. This mistake is

one which is unique among coins of com-
paratively modem times .

°

This must be
one of the reasons why the ryals were
melted down, leading to their scarcity.
Remick gives the figure of 60,000 mint-
age. Crofton mentions that most of the
dollars (100,000) which had already
been delivered were melted down by the
Sultan and made into ornaments. Another
reason why Greffulhe was not successful
was the diplomacy of British Counsel
Kirk, and the insistence by Greffulhe
that his coin be received at a fixed
value of 2.6 rupees to 1 Ryal. This
claim was opposed by the merchants as
the coin did not have silver worth 2.6
rupees. It is possible that the l/4,

l/2, 2-l/2 and 5 ryals found are pat-
terns and were never delivered, as the
inscription was wrong.

m <7

to!
MS

1 Pysa A.H. 1299 (1882)

Sayyid Said and not vice-versa.

1 Ryal A.H. 1299 (1882)
The copper pice (or pysa) of 1882
(AH 1299) was not minted at Mint Bir-
mingham Ltd., as indicated by Remick1 . The inscription on the pysa
and ryal is the same, and it can be deducted that they were made in
Brussels for Mr. Greffulhe. Regarding the pice, Crofton mentions
that the coins which had arrived were put into circulation but no
more were brought under the original contract. 11

1 Pysa A.H. 1304 (1887)

In 1887 (AH 1304) the Sultan order-
ed 12 tons of copper pysa from m/

s

Gray, Dawes and Co. of the United
Kingdom, which were made at Mint
Birmingham. The obverse has the
word "Zanzibar" while the reverse
has a pair of scales with AH date
1304. 12

Zanzibar was proclaimed a protect-
orate of Great Britain in 1890

9 - Freeman Grenville G.S.P., op. cit.

10 - Remick and others: "Catalogue of British Commonwealth Coins",

3rd edition, page 552.

11 - Crofton, op. cit.

12 - Royal Mint Report 1887.
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under the terms of the German Heligoland Treaty. In February 1891 a
notice was issued by Sultan Seyyid Ali bin Said prohibiting accept-
ance by the Customs of any coins other than those of the Zanzibar or
Indian Governments. On July 5th, 1893, a further notice was issued
prohibiting the acceptance of German coins by the Customs or any other
office of the Zanzibar Government. The Germans had made coinage for
German East Africa equivalent in size, weight and shape to the Indian
Pice and Rupee.

The first notice was to nullify the influence of German influence. A
further notice was issued by the Zanzibar Government as to the non-
acceptance by the Customs and other Government offices of coins other
than Zanzibar or Indian. This notice was to stop the influence of
the Maria Theresa chiefly and to make the work of government officials
easier . ^3

On February 15 , 1899 a notice was issued by the Zanzibar Government
that none but the Seyyidieh and Indian pice and Indian rupees will be
legal tender. This notice also states that Mombasa, German and Mus-
cat pice will not be accepted in the government offices. All the pice
are equal in size, weight and shape and were freely exchangeable.

On May 20, 1908 a further notice was issued stating that all monies
payable to the government must be in Indian Government silver coin.

A decree in 1908 was promulgated providing for an issue of currency
notes. Various notes were issued from 1908 to 1955 in 5 and 10

rupee denominations. 1^

Still there were doubts regarding legal tender coin of Zanzibar and

its dominions. A decree was passed which made the silver rupee of
British India the standard coin of Zanzibar. The gold coins minted
at Royal Mint or any branch of Royal Mint were made legal tender at

Rs. 15 to the sovereign.

In 1908 three coins were struck for Zanzibar. "Essais" with the

letter "E" on them were struck for these three coins. These coins

were in the denominations of 1 Cent and 10 Cents in bronze and 20

Cents in Nickel. However, these were not put into circulation and

Currency Amendment Decree No. 2 of 1911 does not mention anything

about these coins. The striking fact about these coins was that part

of the inscriptions on the coins are in Gujarati. These show the

important position held by the Gujarati speaking Indians in the com-

merce of Zanzibar.

Kenya and Uganda, which were ruled by the British, had the value cent

introduced in 1906 and it can be theorized that the move in Zanzibar

15 - Royal Mint Report 1911
l4 - Royal Mint Report 1911

1 Cent, Bronze, 1908 20 Cents, Nickel, 1908
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was to match it. However, something must have gone wrong as the

coins were not introduced. Until 1920 the rupee was the basic unit

and it was equal to 1 shilling 6 pence U.K., or 1 shilling 50 cents

East Africa. The cent was not a legal tender in Zanzibar in 1921 as

implied by Remick.

After the end of the First World War the value of silver increased
and the exchange value of the rupee was fixed by the government of

India at 2 shillings gold. The sovereign was demonetized in the

protectorate.

In Kenya, Uganda and Tanga-
nyika the florin was intro-
duced in 1920, and shilling
in 1921. Zanzibar declined
to be a party to these
changes and did not have
the coin shilling and its

divisions until January 1,

1936. 17, l8 From 1936
to 1966 Zanzibar used the

„ , currency of East African
’ Currency Boards. The coins

consisted of 1 Shilling, 50 cents in silver until 19^6, and thereafter
in cupro-nickel, and 10 cent, 5 cent and 1 cent coins made of bronze.

East Africa Shilling, Silver, 1937 East Africa 50 Cents, Silver, 1937

10 Cents 5 Cents
East Africa Bronze Coins

1 Cent

15 - Remick and others, op. cit., page 553

*

16 - Crofton, op. cit.

17 - Huxley, E., "White Man's Country", Vol. II, Chapter XVI.
18 - East African Currency Board Report 19^6

.
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East Africa Copper-Nickel Coins

The notes were of the denomination 10, 000, 1, 000, 200, 100, 20, 10
and 5 shillings. In 19^-3 the 1 shilling note was introduced as an
emergency measure. The 1 shilling note was withdrawn in 19^46.

The East African Currency Board coins were finally withdrawn on
December 3

1

> 1972. Thus Zanzibar used the coins of George V,

Edward VIII, George VI and Queen Elizabeth II.

Since 1966 Zanzibar has used the coins of Tanzania, of which it forms
a part. The coins are 5 and 20 cents in copper and 50 cents and 1

shilling in copper nickel.

Tanzania 5 Cents 1966 Tanzania 10 Cents 1966

The notes are of denomination 5 ,

10, 20 and 100 shillings.

In 1971 a special coin was issued

in conjunction with the Food and
Agriculture Organization (F.A.0.)
to commemorate the 10th Anniver-
sary of Independence. The coin
has a date inscription 1961 -1971 .

Tanzania 50 Cents and 1 Shilling
1966

A similar F.A.0. coin was issued

in 1972, with the date 1972.

Thus for its size Zanaibar has had a varied and interesting coinage.

It is possible that other coins not mentioned were accepted by the

traders as payment for good or services rendered. Zanzibar had num-

erous money changer shops until 196^. 19 If a collector is looking

for a challenging country to collect, Zanzibar should offer him

plenty of challenge.

19 - Personal interviews with old traders.

Photographs: Courtest of Whitman Publishing Div., Western Publishing

Co., Racine, Wise., by permission of Holland Wallace, Assoc. Editor.
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ROMAN
PROPAGANDA:
THE COINAGE OF ANTONINUS PIUS

AD 138-161

by Walter W. Leonard

Propaganda is perhaps an incorrect term to use in referring to the
coinage of the emperor Antoninus Pius. While the coins do advertise
governmental policies and projects, the types allude to sound policies
and achievements. During the nearly quarter-century of his rule, the

Roman world enjoyed a nearly universal peace, prosperity, and security
unknown before and perhaps since.

The first issues of Pius were struck during his term as Caesar (heir-
apparent) under his adoptive father Hadrian. Antoninus had been
chosen by Hadrian as the man most worthy to succeed him. The coins
of Antoninus as Caesar bear various religious allusions, especially
in reference to the respect of Antoninus toward Hadrian (Pietas -

thus his honorary name - Pius). To illustrate the relatively univer-
sal acceptance of the accession of Antoninus, a large series was
struck in its commemoration (Concordia). .These Concordia issues
either bore an image of the goddess Concordia or a more symbolic
type such as the illustrated coin which was struck soon after he
came to the throne (C. 872). This coin bears the self-explanatory

C.872

type of clasped hands. In addition, the hands are clasping a caduceus,

which symbolizes public welfare, and wheat ears, symbolizing general
prosperity.

The general peace and prosperity
of this reign was commemorated in
a multitude of types. The goddess
Annona was an especial favorite
in the city of Rome in that she

represented not only the yearly
harvest, but also the grain dole

which was issued to needy citizens.

The goddess was honored, along

with the efficiency of Antonius, on
a coin of 157 (C. 10l6). C. 1016
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This denarius shows on the reverse the goddess standing to the right,
holding a grain basket and a rudder, with her foot on the prow of a
grain ship.

A Dupondius of 140-144 (illus. below) bears the type of Salus. The
goddess of public health and welfare stands to the left, holding a

sacrificial dish over an altar around which is entwined a serpent.
These last two coins are only examples of the multitudinous themes
which celebrate the excellent rule of Pius and its results.

During the long reign of Pius many of his projects appeared on his
mintages. His coins of 159 show a view of the temple of the deified
Augustus, which Antoninus had repaired and renovated. Just as
Antoninus was an example of the old Roman virtues, he had an anti-
quarian interest in the legends of early Rome. Scenes referring to
Romulus and Remus, Aeneas, Rhea Silvia, etc. appeared throughout his
reign but were especially common in the period just before the 900th
Anniversary of the founding of the city (l48), which was also cele-
brated as the tenth anniversary of the accession of Antoninus. Games
were apparently held which were noted on coins showing the elephants
and lions which had been exhibited. After the death of his wife
Faustina in l4l, Antoninus began a charitable institution in her
honor which was for the purpose of supporting and educating poor
girls. Coins were struck which showed Antoninus receiving the thanks
of the girls who had benefited from this program (C. 262 - Faustina).

On festive occasions several times during his reign Pius gave distri-
butions of money to the people. Pius made these distributions
possible by avoiding wasteful, if showy, projects and the fostering
of a general prosperity which raised tax revenues. The coin illu-

strated (C. 491) was probably among
those distributed ca. 147 for the
fourth such occasion during the
reign of Antoninus. The occasion
was the investing of Marcus Aurelius,
the adopted son and successor of
Pius, with the powers of a Tribune.
This made Aurelius almost a co-ruler
- assuring an eventual smooth
transfer of power.

Characteristically, Antoninus preferred diplomacy to war in interna-

tional affairs. Writers of the time gave testimony to the fact that

foreign nations sent embassies to Rome asking to be included in the

Empire. The prestige of Antoninus was so high that other nations

submitted their disputes to him for arbitration. The coins mention

kings being chosen for not only the barbarian kingdom of the Quadi,

but even the strategic kingdom of Armenia received a king from his

508
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hands. Antoninus undertook few military expeditions. Early in his

reign there was some fighting in Britain which ended with the exten-
sion of the frontier and the building of the Antonine wall. This
campaign was commemorated on a coin whose device was the model for
the Britannia which was used on large British pennies. In the 150's

there was some fighting in North Africa which may have been noted by
a coin showing the goddess Roma in military garb, seated on a pile
of armor (below)

.

Mourned by all, Antoninus died in his sleep on March 'J, l6l. The
Senate wasted no time proclaiming his a Divus - demi-god. The coins
struck posthumously in his honor bore types which dealt mostly with
the ceremonies involved in his deification. His funeral pyre and
the symbolic type of an eagle on an altar were the most common issues.
These issues also included a representation of the column of Anto-
ninus Pius, which bore depictions of the achievements of his reign.
It was no coincidence that the commemorate issues struck after his
death were the largest since Caesar Augustus.

In the study of the history of money and things that served that

purpose, Africa had some of the most varied items.

Practically anything of a metallic content could have been used.

Cowbells, iron cook pots, cannon balls, rolls of wire -- these were

some of the many things used.

In certain areas a more definite system of uniformity is seen: Round

curved rods (mostly of a brass composition) were utilized, known as

Manilla (bracelets). They varied from a few ounces up to 5 or more

pounds.

Beads of course played a great part in trade. Some called "aggry"

were mostly in tube shape and in many varied colors. The smaller

beads were used in one pound packets and prices were quoted in pounds.

A packet of these were known as a "shade". They were divisible,

portable, durable and could be strung. They probably originated with

the Portuguese traders.

Along with trade cloths of assorted colors and materials such as

spears, shells, etc., Africa has had quite a background of money.

NUMISMATICS AFRICIQUE

by Harry M- Bottenfield
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THREE UNUSUAL COUNTERMARKS

by Gregory G. Brunk

"Alpha lambda" within an incuse rectangle is found
countermarked on a copper-nickel 20 stotinki of
Bulgaria in the writer's collection. This coin
does not bear a readable date, but was issued be-
tween 1906 and 1913. One is tempted to assign it

to the extensive series of Greek letter counter-
marks found on copper coins of the Ottoman Empire,

but there is no specific evidence to warrant this and the mark is not
known from other sources.

This could easily be interpreted as
a token for a specific amount of
ale, probably three glasses. It is

most probably an English tavern
token, as it is found on a very
worn 1797 English cartwheel penny.

( Drawing
enlarged)

This countermark might be inter-
preted as Arabic for "12". It is

seen on a small 4-0 numnia of
Constantine II, Byzantine Emperor
from 64l to 668 A.D.

size(Actual
photograph)

(Note: Any NI members having any

further information on the three

pieces shown are requested to con-

tact the author.

)

(Enlargement)

SEE PAGE 300 FOR IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ON TENTATIVE FORMATION OF

1974 NUMISMATIC STUDY TOUR TO EASTERN EUROPE.
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A TOP AUCTION OF

NORWEGIAN COINS
1066 - 1814 by B. F. Brekke

Since 1965-66, when the large Ernst collection was auctioned in Copen-
hagen, there have been no important sales of coins of the early per-
iods of Norway. This is no wonder, because these coins have steadily
risen in value so that collectors have been reluctant to sell. Col-
lecting interest has skyrocketed in Norway itself, but has found only
minor coins and quantities to spend itself on. The few really large
collections are often being passed from father to son. However, some-
times a collector changes his interests, selling something in order
to concentrate on something else.

This recently happened when Mr. Rene Jessen, of Stockholm, Sweden,
sold his Norwegian coins in order to go stronger into his Danish
series, being of Danish origin. This auction took place in Stockholm
during April 1973 with the well known firm B.Ahlstr^m Mynthandel.

Before the Norwegian coins of Mr. Jessen, some very rare and desirable
coins of Sweden were sold. A 10 Mark gold piece of Gustav II Adolf
went for $5,000.00, and the very rare Speciedaler of 1676 of Charles
XI, which is missing in most collections, went up to $8,300.00, a
new record for the elusive piece. This was an original, there are
known restrikes of the l8th and 19th centuries which also fetch high
prices. Also, a very fine collection of plate money was sold, among
them the largest piece of money to be found today, the 8 Daler copper
of l659- It brought $15, 000.00, even for this most "common" date.

The Norwegian sale started with Harald Hardrade and his sons from
the latter half of the 11th century. Harald reigned from 1047 to
1066, when he fell in the battle of Stanford Bridge in Western
England. He came with a large fleet in an attempt to conquer Britain,
but made the mistake of going ashore with an advance party, which, of
course, is no way to fight a war. He lost the battle to the English
King Harold I, who thereafter had to rush southward to meet another
challenger, William the Conqueror at Hastings, where he lost the battle
and his life. It is interesting to surmise on what course history
might have taken, if the Norwegian Harald had won at Stanford Bridge.

The two coins offered at the auction went for $330-00, which in my
opinion is very reasonable for these early mementos of a great period
in Norwegian history. It is very difficult to distinguish between
the coins of Harald and his sons Olav Kyrre and Magnus Barefoot so

they are often lumped together, only the "Triquetra" types and those
with "Harald" on them, are clearly his own coins. But Harald had
been in Constantinople before he became king, and had learned a lot

about money, so when he came home he started out with fine coins of
high silver content. Gradually he lowered the silver content -- today

we call It inflation -- and the designs also deteriorated. He is

the first Norwegian king who really minted large quantities, anything
before him is extremely rare, practically not known privately.

Next came two coins from Erik Magnusson (1280-99)- The extremely rare
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sterling type minted in Tunsberg in the Oslo Fiord brought $400.00.
The larger Gros from Trondheim (old name Nidaros) with the Norwegian
Lion with Axe for the first time in Norwegian history, went for
$700.00. The quality was Fine and Very Fine respectively, normal
for these early issues. These coins are all pennies weighing from
1 to I.50 grams. There was also a bracteate, struck only on one side,
of Magnus Eriksson, King of both Norway and Sweden ( 1319-55 ), bring-
ing $100.00. These bracteates show two crowns with a letter, in this
case an "o" between the crowns, and, while there is no absolute proof,
these coins are attributed to Norway by most authors.

The Danish period started with a Skilling of 1526 struck in Oslo. It
was in VF and brought $600.00, a real record price for this issue
which ranges from 1525 to 1530* Usually they are in VG to F. Of
this period was also the Skilling of Archbishop Olav Engelbrektsson
of Nidaros, N.D. It was sold for $550.00 and is especially interest-
ing. We know of coins only of 4 archbishops, and they are all ex-
tremely difficult to find today. They range from 1458 to 1537> when
Olav Engelbrektsson had to flee to Holland.

All of these early Norwegian pieces were bought by or for Norwegian
collectors who were very strongly in evidence at the auction.

The series of Christian IV (1588-1648) showed strong increases:

Speciedaler 1628 $560.00 VF (loop removed)
It

1632 63O.OO VF
l/2 1637 600.00 VF
1/4

" 1647 510.00 EF (loop removed)

1/8 " 1629 450.00 VF
2 Skilling 1642 35-00 VF Hede 16

Mostly, these prices tallied with the prices obtained on the Homung
auction in Copenhagen shortly before, and they showed a strong in-

crease compared with the last years. These mintages were very small

and both Norwegian and Danish collectors seek them. Most of the

mintages were melted down by later kings.

Fredrik III ( 1648-70) is a difficult king to find speciedalers from,

and they are always the most expensive in the Norwegian series. In

this auction there were 7 pieces for sale, in itself quite an occasion.

One of them was a so-called Screw-Daler, this is a small case made

from two different Dalers and then screwed together. Sometimes they

contain a small painting or portrait, as in this case, and this makes

them very rare. The prices were:

Speciedaler 1651 Hede 8d
" 1654 Hede 17
" 1655 Hede 4l/l7
" 1656 Hede 21
" 1658 Hede 26
" 1661 Hede 33B
" 1662 Hede 4l

$1, 200.00

1, 000.00
800.00

1. 350.00
1, 275-00
1. 200.00
560.00

vf/ef
VF
VF (Screw-Daler)
EF
EF
VF
VF, Heavily repaired

These prices will shock all studentsof the Norwegian numismatic scene,

but they are commensurate with the scarcity of these pieces. Compar-

able Swedish or Danish pieces are at the same level or higher. These

pieces were mostly made for the aristocracy and not for normal circul-

ation. One notes here that Mr. Jessen never found any l/ 2, l/4 or
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l/8-Daler pieces of Fredrik III, and one wonders what these rare

pieces might have brought at this auction.

The 2 Mark coins, always the mainstay of a Fredrik III collection

brought $100.00 in EF, 80.00 in VF and 50.00 in F, considerably ad-

vanced over previous levels. A 1 Mark 1665 in VF went for $60.00 and

the rare 8 Skilling 1663 for $110.00.

The next king was Christian V (1670-1699)* Here, the only Double
Speciedaler of the auction came up for sale. It brought $2,250.00.
There was only one speciedaler of the scarce Hede 29 series, and it

went for $1,100.00. The interesting mining Dalers of the Kongsberg
series with the edge inscriptions were in evidence with 5 pieces going
at $360.00 in Fine and $560.00 in VF. A piece in EF brought $900.00.
The scarce l/2 speciedaler 1693 brought $700.00. The 4 Mark pieces
Hede 73 and 78 went for $125-00 to $165.00 in F/VF and the more diffi-
cult 1688 with the large lion on the reverse for $l60.00. A rare 2

Mark Hede 74, Schou variety 58, with the reeded edge, sold for $500.00,
this coin is quite difficult even as a type. The 1 Mark 1697 Hede 75
obtained $155*00 which I consider cheap.

The silver coins Hede 20 and 65A, which are difficult to place in the
coin series, went for $120.00 up to $220.00, in 1965-66 they sold for
$20.00. They are rare and very interesting and may in some cases be
trial pieces. One must note that Mr. Jessen never found any of the
Kongsberg series of 1686-7-8 with the lion in a shield. These types
of Hede 67-8-9 are very rare, and a type set of them is a very diffi-
cult matter.

Under Frekrik IV ( 1699-1730 ) the 4 Marks, or Krones as they are called
now, went for $375*00. There are only the dates 1699 and 1700 with
the first as the rarest. One, in VF/EF even reached $420.00, Hede 1.

The later Krones of 1723-5 are much more usual and brought $200.00.
The formerly so common 1 Marks 1715-7 went up to $40.00, and the rare
Reisedaler 1704 was sold for $1,100.00. They were minted in Copen-
hagen with the Norwegian lion on the reverse as traveling money for
the king when he visited Norway.

The very rare 1736 Krone of Christian VI (1730-1746) went up to
$1,100.00 in EF, a record price again. The rare 24 skilling 1735
Hede 3A obtained $220.00 in Fine, and even the common 24 skillings
reached $20.00 in VG and $50.00 in VF- They cost $3*00 12 years ago.

The rare Reisedaler 1733 was missing, but it came up in the Homung
sale and fetched $1, 800.00.

The 24 Skillings of Fredrik V (1746-66) went for the same prices as
above, but the Reisedaler 1749 in VF/EF brought $700.00.

Christian VII (1766-1808) showed a fine series of speciedalers in-
cluding the so-called "Greenland Dollar" of 1777> the one whose dies
were made in Norway and struck at Kongsberg. It brought $5,100.00
in VF/EF and was at the time meant as a trade dollar for the Danes
in the West Indian trade. It has nothing to do with Greenland. The
usual Dalers of 1776-79 brought $120.00 in VF, but 1785 went for
$330.00 in VF, 1791 for $550.00 in VF and 1799 Hede 4B $460.00, higher
than ever. The 2/3 speciedaler 1796 in Fine brought $110.00, and it
is quite an elusive piece. A nice 1/3 Daler 1796 Hede 6a brought

$90.00 in VF/EF, but usually these coins cost $40.00-50.00 in Fine,

as most of them are. The 24 skilling 1773 cost $60.00 and the rare

Reisedaler 1788 went for $1,100.00.
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At the end of the auction some very rare Norwegian paper money was
sold from an old Norwegian collection. A 20 Speciedaler 1695 (

'.)

went up to $400.00 (without coupon), and a blank brouglt

$

200 . 00 .

These banknotes are the first Danish-Norwegian paper money and they
were issued by King Christian V to a Norwegian businessman from
Bergen, Norway, by the name of Thor M^hlen. This enterprising man
managed to induce the king to give him a loan of a large sum, but
instead of giving him coins, the king issued these large notes with
several lacquer stamps on them as an experiment. The king promised
to exchange them for coins when a part of them were returned to him
in Copenhagen. The recipients therefore tore off the right portion
and sent it in for refund, this is what is meant with "coupon".
These notes are rare without coupon, rarer with a coupon, and extreme-
ly rare with a coupon with the same number as the note, that is, "the"
coupon. These coupons were stored in the National Archives so they
should not really occur at all. Thor M</hlen later went bankrupt and
left the king holding the bag.

A 12 Skilling note l8l0 went for $60.00 and a 50 Baler before 7th
January l8l4 in VG for $60.00. After 7th January l8l4 the so-called
"Prince's Notes" were issued as transitory notes under Prince Chris-
tian August who fought for Norway's independence until November the
same year when Norway was forced into a personal union with Sweden.

These Prince's Notes are rare and expensive. The 1 Daler brought

$175-00 and the smaller denominations l/2 Daler, l6 and 3 Skillings
from $50.00 to $155 - 00 .

The banknotes of the Swedish-Norwegian kings brought high prices

:

Carl XIV Johan (l8l8-44): 5 Daler 1827, $27-00, Fair
1 Daler 1836 , $250,00, VF
l/2 Daler 1824, $l80.00, VF/EF
24 Skilling l84l, $150.00, EF

Oscar I ( 1844-59): 1 Daler 1849, $110.00, VF
1 Daler 1858 , $150.00, VF

Oscar II (1872-1907): 1 Daler 1875 , $275-00, VF
100 Kroner 1879 , $550.00, F .'I

10 Kroner, 1899 , $385 . 00, VF

5 Kroner, 1899 , $130-00, VF

The 100 Kroner 1879 'was bought by the National Coin Cabinet of Sweden.

The series of Kroner 1000, 500, 100, 50 , 10 and 5 of 1943 brought

$220.00 and the 100 Kroner 1935 $45-00. The "War" series printed in

London during 1942-44 of 100, 50 , 10, 5, 2 and 1 Kroner went for

$360.00. A supposedly unique private note from Porsgrunn 1809 of

24 Skilling was sold for $120.00 and some Spitsbergen private notes

of 50 Kroners, 1 Krone and 10 Ore went for $20.00 to $100.00 apiece.

This auction was an important milestone in the post war era and

showed, without exception, record values. The reason is not only

rising numismatic interest, investment philosophies are certainly

equally important nowadays. It is a pity, one might say, but a

reality and a sign of the times we live in. Scared savers flee into

values which seem more real to them than today's money.
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MAXWELL'S
MALT ES E

COFFEE CAN by Joseph B. Hatch

S EVERAL YEARS AGO MY SON, A CAREER MAN IN THE U. S. NAVY, WAS
stationed on the Island of Malta.

As he had acquired his father's interest in coins, he picked up quite
a few nice pieces for our collection. Frequent evening visits to a

friendly local inn helped in making many friends among the natives.

A few nights before the end of his tour the Innkeeper's wife made an
interesting suggestion "Why not visit the local priest... in his
many years as padre perhaps he has taken some coins in his collections?"
The next afternoon my son, in freshly pressed Whites, cap in hand,

presented himself at the Catholic Rectory.

The slight, white headed Father answered his knock and invited him
into his study. Quite a long hospitable visit ensued, complete with
tea and cakes. No language difficulties were encountered as the
Italian Father spoke fluent English. He was more than interested in

my son, his travels and his home in America. When it was suggested
that during his years he might have received some foreign minor coins
in his offerings and that my son would be glad to purchase any items
the Father might have, the Father excused himself and made a trip into
a back room. He return with, of all things, a shiny Blue Maxwell
House Coffee can.

The can was three quarters full of assorted items. The Father said,

"My son, everything in this can is useless to me, I make you a present
of them, but you cannot have the can, this I want."

Despite my son's protests and offers of payment, he was adamant that
this was a gift. After many "thank you's" mj son rushed back to his

ship to examine his Maltese Treasure Trove.

Malta has been a British Naval Base for years and is highly thought of
as a vacation spot not only for natives from the Italian mainland, but

also folks from all the British Isles, therefore the contents of the

can were many and varied.

Upon his return home to Vermont, my son and I had several hours of

definite pleasure examining the two hundred odd pieces from the

Maxwell House Coffee Can.

Quite naturally we found no gold or silver crowns, but we did find

coins from thirty-six different countries, nice minors running from

the 1870's up to the present. There were also several paper Italian

MPC's from World War II, a dozen odd tokens, the most unusual being

three Scotch Protestant Communion Tokens, and to top off the "goodies"

some painstaking character had sawed the ends off four shotgun shells

and neatly filed them down to make his church offering. Another gener-

ous and thrifty soul had saved the zinc knockout plugs from an electric

terminal box installation and generously deposited them during his

pious visit to Sunday mass. To our type of omnivorous collector it was

a fun find and I have often wondered what's in the blue can now???????
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MEMBER NOTICE PAGE
R. B. Frank, Jr., P. Q. Box 13, Watertown, N. Y. 13601 : WANTED -- FIJI
1970 Proof Silver Crown with case of issue. Have Seychelles 1972
Proof Silver 5 Rupees with case and other choice spares to trade for it.

Harry A. Burkhardt, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, P. 0. Box 48^, Parris
Island, S. C. 29905 : INFORMATION WANTED -- I am trying to complete a
collection of Liberia coins and still need many. Would be willing to
trade or purchase those I need.

Ed Shlieker, P. Q. Box 66061 , Chicago, Illinois 60666 : WANTED -- All
banknotes of Mexico and worldwide. 5 Peso Mexican needed to complete
study and book, a sequel to "The Un Peso of the Bank of Mexico" now
in circulation.

Mark Pitcock, 35 Badgley Dr., New Providence, N. J. 07974 : I am pre-
paring a series of articles on coins and Christianity. In the first,

however, I plan to deal with the influence of other religions upon
numismatics. If you can help me in this matter, I would be deeply
appreciative. I am particularly interested in ancient, primitive,
Moslem and Eastern (Japan, China and India) coins, as I am largely
unfamiliar with these areas. Thank you very much.

Philip H. Whitmore, 1028 Edgewater Court, Orlando, Florida $2804 :

Information wanted. Guiness Book of World Records states, on page

366 :

"Smallest. The smallest coins in the world were the gold 'pinhead'

coins used in Colpata, southern India, in c. 1800, which weighed
as little as one grain, or 480 to the troy ounce."

I have contacted Spink; British Museum; Guiness Superlatives, Ltd.;

B. A. Seaby, Ltd.; A.N.A.; A.N.S.; and others with no results. Please

help.

IMPORTANT NEWS

For some months I have been corresponding with Ch'eng Wen Publishing

Company in Taipei, Taiwan, which supplies all the reprints carried by

Oriental Publications and Products in San Francisco (see February 1973

NI Bulletin). That correspondence has bom some fruit. In a letter

received November 21st, they stated that they are going to reprint

Eduard Kann's Curriencies of China (1927)> as a result of my urgings.

In addition, they have requested that I send them a list of other

works on coins worth reprinting. I would appreciate suggestions from

other members as to the other works on Chinese numismatics to be

reprinted. I intend to suggest: Coins of the Ta Tsing or Present

Dynasty ( 1858 , 1880 and 1901) by Alexander Wylie and S. W. Bushell;

History of Paper Money in China (1957 and 1958) by Eduard Kann (a 200

page work that is obscure because it was published in the Far Eastern

Economic Review - Hong Kong - but is quite important numismatically)

;

Annam and Its Minor Currency (l88l) by Edward Toda (the best work I've

seen on Annamese cash coins) ; and possibly the Schroeder book on

Annamese coins. Please rush any other suggestions to me so that I

may answer. (Bruce Smith, 8829 Santa Bella, Hazelwood, Mo. 63042)
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